September-October 2009

CHRONICLE UNSERER LEUTE

Pagel

American Historical Society of Germans from Russiaregon Chapter

* Chronicle U

nserer Leute

Vol 30, Issue 5

The American Historical
Society of Germans from
Russia is an international or-
ganization dedicated to the
discovery, collection, preser-
vation, and the dissemination
of information related to the
history, cultural heritage, and
genealogy of Germanic set-
tlers in the Russian Empire
and their descendants.

The Chronicle Unserer
Leute (Chronicle of Our
People) is published bi-
monthly by the Oregon Chap-
ter of AHSGR. All content is
copyright of the Oregon
Chapter or the original copy-
right owners.

Oregon Chapter website
With the newsletter: http://
www.ahsgroregon.com

Germans from Russia in
Portland website: http://
www.volgagermans.net/
Portland

The center for Volga German
Studies - Concordia
http://cvgs.cuportland.edu

Inside this issue:
Presidents Message

. Upcoming Events

. Map to Concordia

. Memorial 28 August 1941
. Weidenweber Trilogy

. GFO Fall Seminar

. Chapter Officers

M aolgadHistoy

O©CoOoO~NOOTA~ WL

Pr esi dMesdages

TheCENTER FOR VOLGA

GERMAN STUDIES (CVGS) at
CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY in
PORTLAND, OREGON has become ¢
reality. It exists for all to experience (a
appreciate) on the third floor of the ney
GEORGE R. WHITE LEARNIN G
CENTER at CONCORDIA
UNIVERSITY at 2800 N.E. LIBERTY
STREET in PORTLAND, OREGON.

TheUNIVERSITY dedicated the new
building on August 26 and hah open
house for the communiggn August 29.
OurCENTER FOR VOLGA

GERMAN STUDIES (CVGS) was V-
sited by manyeople curious to hear
aboutour heribge. We were pleased tc
havepast PresideraNNA LEE

WALT ON andVIRGINIA MILLAR

visit us and exgrience our new center.

NANCY WHITE volunteered her tants
as a profession®ACE-PAINTER . She
artistically decoratechany c¢ hict
es with beautul multi-colored butterflies
and other ornamental designs. Thedr
ing sprang to life with squeals of glee ¢
the chibren ran about to show everyon
their bright facesTHANK YOU
NANCY for steping up You made the
day very special for so many visitors ar
members of the extend€DNCORDIA
COMMUNITY .

A very special and hearty thanks is e
tended tERNA MARKWART and

JENE GOLDHAMMER who
cleaned and pishedthe new furir
ture and fixtures prior to moving ou
library from ourformer location at
Rivercrest ChurchERNA andJENE
deserve special mention for volunte
ing their ébow grease onh®rt notice
and doing a very trough and profs-
sional job. THANK YOU ERNA &
JENE.

The move was accomplished very
smoothly tlanks to the help of
BRENT MAI andKEN

PRICKETT andothers withtheir
vans and trailer®?leasemark your @-
lendar for o uIGRAND OPENING

of theCVGS on October 23, 24, ani
25" 2009. e the enclosed notice
and schedule.

OurFIRST GENERAL CHAPTER
MEETING in our new home will be
held SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27,
2009 at 2:30 p.min theCVGS qua-
ters on the third floor of the new-L
brary at Concordia (2800 N.E. Libe
ty). This meeting wilshowcase the
new facility and offer a forum to sli
cuss issues and oppanities, future
programs and actities, etc. Please
come and share your sugtens and
ideas as we move into a completeh
new era for our chapter.
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Our newCENTER FOR VOL GA GERMAN
STUDIES (CVGS)is considered by many as a true
MIR ACLE, a gift that could never have been pbks
without the vision and support BiR. BRENT MAI
and theENTIR E ADMINISTRATON , STAFF AND
EXTENDED COMMUNITY OF CONCORDIA
UNIVERSITY.

We owe our very existende the generosity othis
faith-based Universy.

Please come to tH@PEN HOUSE OCTOBER 23-25
and visit us often to demetrateyour appreciation.
Volunteers will be needed imaintaininghe CVGS.
Pleasecall Dr Brent Maiat (503) 4936460 or your
presidenEd Wagneit (503) 2280007 or (503) 221
1837 and share your comments, availability andepref
rences.

GET INVOLVED!

All are welcome to come and visit our nGENTER
FOR VOLGA GERMAN STUDIES AT
CONORDIA UNIVERSITY. We hope to see you
September 2 and Ocbber 2325.

Enjoy!

Ed Wagner
President

SFECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

Please note our GENERAL CHAPTER MEETING for §
tember has been moved to September 27, 2009 at
2:30 p.m. in our new quarters on tt8 floor of the
new LIBRARY AND LEARNICEENTER AT CONCORDIA
UNIVERSITY 2800 N.E. LIBRARY STREET, PORTLA
OREGONAII of our meetings and activities will be
held at this location for the foreseeablatéire.

Also note that the distinguished and venbla

COUNCIL OF NORTHWEST CHAPTERS ORMHSGR
hold theirFALL MEETINGRITZVILLE WASHINGTON
at the LAQUINTA HOTEL B8UNDAY SEPTEMBER 20,
2009 @ 10:00 A.MThis is heldn conjunction with

and in support afthe truly greatVOLGA GERMAN
DEUBCHEHESTN neighboringDDESSA,
WASHINGTORNeld SEPTEMBER 17, 18, 19,29

(on the third weekend of September) for all to enjoy.

Free Russian Language Class

Teacher is a native Russian speaker.

Every Thursday at 4pm beginning October 1%
Concordia University

Luther Hall, Room 222

Contact Elena for more information :
elenayarizko@gmail.com

503.758.0674

Sponsored by Concoradi alp

gram and the Department of International
Studies

e

ND,
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5 Sept 2009
Saturday

*Upcoming Events*
September

10:00 am i 12:00 noon

AHSGR Board Meeting

Concordia University Library

Members and guests are welcome to attend.

17-20 Sept 2009

20 Sept 2009
Saturday

26 Sept 2009
Saturday

27Sept 2009
Sunday

3 Oct 2009
Saturday

23-25 Oct

7 Nov 2009
Saturday

21 Nov 2009
Saturday

VOLGA GERMAN DEUTSCHESFEST
ODESSA, WASHINGTON

10:00 am i 12:00 noon

Council of Northwest Chapters Fall Meeting
La Quinta Hotel

Ritzville, Washington

10:00 am - 12:00 noon

AHSGR Library Open
Concordia University Library
The public is welcome to attend.

2:30pm i 4:00 pm
General Chapter Meeting, (see next page for details)
Concordia University Library

October

10:00 am i 12:00 noon

AHSGR Board Meeting

Concordia University Library

Members and guests are welcome to attend.

Friday through Sunday

Grand Opening Center for Volga German Studies (see next page for details)

Library Concordia University
The public is welcome to attend.

November

10:00 am i 12:00 noon
AHSGR Board Meeting
Concordia University Library

1:00 pm i 2:30 pm

AHSGR Board Meeting

Concordia University Library

Members and guests are welcome to attend.
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General Chapter Meeting

Sunday 27" Sept 2009

2:30 pm 71 4:00 pm

General Chapter Meeting
Concordia University Library

Featuring: Dr. Brent Mai, an open discussion regarding our new CVGS,
potential programs, activities and opportunities.

All members, guests and friends of our extended community of Germans from
Russia are welcome and are urged to attend.

Grand Opening Center for Volga German Studies

Grand Opening Center for Volga German Studies
Library Concordia University CVGS

All Saturday events take place in the new Concordia University Librafifloor, 2800 NE
Holman Street, Portland, Oregon 97Zfelephone: 503.493.6460)

October 24"
9am Grand Opening ribbon cutting of the new home of the Center for Volga German
Studies

9ami 5pm Genealogy Workshop (several colony specialists will be available to answer
gusstions)

2pmi 6pm Series of premtations by Richard Scheuerman, Steve Schreiber, Sherrie Stahl
Brent Mai (among others)

October 25"

11:30am at St. Michael6700 NE 29th Ave. i across from the library to the east)
Traditional Volga German Lutheran Worship Service (in German with some s u
titl eso)

Officiant: The Rev. George Munich

Litergury wil!@ be taken f r oruthefisehenfGargegnn d e
denimRussisc hen Rei cheo published in St. Pet
German songs and other special music

More information/details othe CVGS websitec{/gs.cuportland.edu).
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A

MEMORIA

To The
VOLGA GERMAN ETHNIC CLEANSING

68 ™M ANNIVERSARY
Of the 28 AUGUST 1941

Decree of the presidium of the Supreme Sov iet of the re&Brgthe Co
removal of Germans r esiding in the Districts in the
Resulting in

The evacuation of Russian Germans from the Saratov and Stalingrad Di stricts

August 0 September, 1941

Millions of our ancestors were torn from their homes and banished to lives of

cruel and inhumane servitude. Families were destroyed, millions suffered.

Most died horrible cruel deaths. All Volga Germans became victims of delib e-
rate et hnic cleansing strategies.

How many of your extended family ancestors were victims? Who were they?

Did your parents or Grandp arents share their grief with you or share the whole

truth with you? Why not? Do we care enough to reme m ber the silent victims?
and to honor and memorialize their tragic lives? GET INVOL VED.

Special Note:

A remembrance event will be held at a special service during the grand opening of the
Center for Volga Germans Studies (CVGS) at Concordia University October 23-25, 2009.
Everyone is welcome to share their talents and encouraged to volunteer their time. Please call
Brent Mai @ 503-493-6460 or Ed Wagner @ 503-221-1837. Thank you

Vol
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3 Pl Fonives 3 Book O 7

The Center for Volga German Studies

at Concordia University
presents

The Volga Flows Forever

a trilogy

by Sigrid Weidenweber

Catherine : hardcover - ISBN(10): 1-934961-00-0; ISBN(13): 978-1-934961-00-1
The Volga Germans : hardcover — ISBN(10): 1-934961-02-7; ISBN(13): 978-1-934961-02-5 (available December 10™)
From Gulag to Freedom : hardcover — ISBN(10): 1-934961-03-5; ISBN(13): 978-1-934961-03-2 (available April, 2009)

Praise for
SIGRID WEIDENWEBER and Catherine

Released this past August, Catherine is the

first volume in a tr ilogy entitled “The Volga “Sigrid Weidenweber has carefully researched the history of the
Flows Forever” by Sigrid Weidenweber, times, and presented it so colorfully that one would think she was

; . 3 - an eyewitness to all the intrigue at the Russian court in the 18"
Catherine br ings to life the fascmatlng century. It’s excellent, engrossing reading!”

historical character of Catherine the Great who ~ Paul L. Maier, Western Michigan University ~
mVltE‘Ed her gatlve countrymen to S.etﬂe the “With great skill and passion Sigrid Weidenweber unveils an
Russian frontier. In volume two, entitled The epic and important historical journey, bringing to life the danger,

Volea Germans and available December loth violence, and intrigue of European royalty through the eyes of
& 2 one of its most prominent and fascinating members.”

these  German immigr ants and their ~ Tim Green, New York Times Bestselling Fiction Author ~
descendants convert the harsh steppe into -
fields of waving grain dotted with wind-driven Fraise for

: ; SIGRID WEIDENWEBER and The Volga Germans
flour mills and develop a culture that is
uniquely their own. In the final Volume, From “The story of the pioneering Volga Germans spans whole

2 . . centuries and whole continents. It is an epic story and novelist
Gulag g Freedom, commng out Ap ril 2009’ Sigrid Weidenweber artfully captures this epic quality in her

Slgrld follows the Volga Germans through the newest book, The Volga Germans.”
hardships of Soviet collectivization and ~ Timothy J. Kloberdanz, North Dakota State University ~
deportation to ﬁnally immigrate to the San  «pp Volga Germans is not only interesting but quite moving as
Joaquin Valley of Central California. it reveals the drama of a Volga German family.”

~ Arthur E. Flegel, Menlo Park, California ~
Please send me: [l Payment by check enclosed.
[ Vol. 1 : Catherine only ($29.95) [ Please charge my credit card (MasterCard or Visa only):
[ Vol. 2 : The Volga Germans only ($29.95) Number:
[ Vol. 3 : From Gulag to Freedom only ($29.95) Expiration date:
0 All Three Volumes ($80.00) Signature:
Name & Address:

Send order form to: Center for Volga German Studies at Concordia University, 2811 NE Holman St., Portland,
OR 97211. You may also order with a credit card by calling 503.280.8505.  cvgs.cu-portland.edu

[All proceeds from the sale of these books go to support the Center for Volga German Studies at Concordia University.]




September-October 2009
Page 8

CHRONICLE UNSERER LEUTE

Announcing . .

FALL SEMINAR

We welcome....

BEVERLY
RICE, CG

Of Coos Bay, Oregon
A national speaker &
current treasurer of the
Board for Certification
of Genealogists

Seminar Features
» Book Vendor
+ Genealogical Treasures
« Other Genealogical Societies
+ GFO Surplus Book Sale

Hosted by

October 31, 2009
Milwaukie Elks Lodge
in Milwaulde, Oregon
See seminar flyer for
directions to the site on our website:
www.gfo.org

Genealcgical Forum of Oregon

Check our website—www.gfo.org

Breaking Through Brick Walls
Newspaper Research

An Ancestral Journey
Railroads & Their Role in Western Migration

*

L 4
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AMERICAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY

OF GERMANS FROM RUSSIA
OREGON CHAPTER

1836 N.W. Couch
Portland, Oregon 97209

LEUTE

Chapter Officers & Directors 2008 -2009

President:
Ed Wagner (term expires 2009)
(503) 228007 or (503) 2211837

Vice-President:

Bob Thorn (term expires 2009)

(503) 63%651 anail:bobthorn@hotmail.com
(971) 206257 cell

Secretary:
Lela Miller (term expires 2009)
(360) 5735628

Treasurer:
Lois Klaus (term expires 2009)
(503) 238065 email:lkklaus@earthlink.net

Directors:
Jene Goldhammer (term expires 2010)
(503) 776813 email:Gold520@comcast.net

Erna Markwart (term expires 2009)
(503 2544454

Zane Miller (term expires 2009)
(360) 575628

Ken Prickett (term expires 2010)
(503) 666720 anail:kenjoy.cor@juno.com

Molly Ann Rimerman (term expires 2010)
(503) 636.786 email:makrim@aracnet.com

Steve Schreiber (term expires Dec. 2009)
(503) 774753 email:steverschreiber@gmail.com

Chuck Williams (term expires 2009)
(503) 250902 email:f26ruth@comcast.net
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By Bill Burbach, Milwaukie, Ore.

“Spitznamen” is the word for nicknames, a part of our Volga German tradition. The choice of given names
for males were limited to about a dozen. Coupled with a limited number of family names in a village, there were
duplications of complete names. To identify some male persons nicknames were used.

A common name was John, or in German, Johannes. This name was shortened to Hannes. If he was a large
person he would be referred to as Grosse Hannes. A small person would be Hannesly. A fat person would be
Dicke Hannes and a thin one, Diinne Hannes. If he had a limp he would be called Shep Hannes. There were
other nicknames that were based on physical appearances which today would be considered cruel.

Nicknames were derived from various sources such as trade, lineage, or traits. In the village of Norka my
grandfather, Henry Burbach, had a machine shop where he built and repaired farm equipment. He had the habit
of wiping his greasy fingers on the chest of his shop apron. He therefore acquired the nickname of Schmier Bo-
som; the translation being “oily chest.”

Krieger families were prevalent in Norka. There was Garten Krieger who had a very large garden on the
edge of the village. Poste Krieger was a postman. Becker Krieger was a baker. Lecki Krieger had married into
the Lecki family.

Jost Heinrich Mueller (Miller) at age 14 had immigrated from Germany in 1767. A descendant of his would
be referred to as a Jost Heinrich Mueller.

This use of nicknames was extended to America. In the German-Russian community of Portland for exam-
ple there was John Krieger who had a sheet metal shop and was called Tin Krieger. John Miller had previously
lived in Colorado and was referred to as Ft. Collins Miller. There was a Mr. Walker who talked very fast and he
was Typewriter Walker.

To learn more about spitznamen, go to www.volgagermans.net/portland/spitznamen.html.

Dr. Brent Mai has written a short History of the Volga Germans that was
published in the September 2009 é@tn of the Genealogical Forum of
Oregono The Bul l etind with permission
information about the Genealogical Forum of Oregon (GFO) andny ofits
activities please visit its web sitet.

http:// www.gfo.org

Much of the information about our Oregon community of Germans from
Russia wasassembled by our very own Marie (Trupp) Krieger who déchted
her life to the documentation of our ethnic heritage and to Steve Schreiber
and hisongoing commitment to the weh

http://www.volgagermans.net/Portland

/ Spitznamen in Volga \

we

)


http://www.gfo.org/
http://www.volgagermans.net/Portland
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The Bulletin

A Brief History of the Volga Germans

By Brent Mai

At the invitation of Catherine the Great (1729-1796),
30,623 colonists primarily from the central region of pres-
ent-day Germany founded 106 colonies along the unsettled
Russian steppe near the banks of the Volga between 1764
and 1772. These original colonists were joined in~N812 by
181 mostly German soldiers who had been a part of Napo-
leon’s Army when it invaded Russia. Beginning in 1848,
a group of Mennonite colonists from West Prussia also
founded several villages among the extant Volga German
colonies.

The early settlers were drawn to the area by Catherine’s
promise to rid them of the hardships that had befallen war-
ravaged Central Europe for most of the preceding century.
Among other things, she promised them religious freedom,
exemption from military conscription, and 30 years without
taxes.

The journey from Western Europe to the Volga was
arduous. Of the nine transport lists available for study by
researchers, 16.9% of those who started the trek in Oranien-
baum, a town just west of St. Petersburg, died in route.
Those who did reach the steppes of the lower Volga found
that the land was not very hospitable and many were not
prepared for an agrarian lifestyle. Pugachev’s marauding
bands destroyed several colonies in 1773-74 and nomadic
tribes took more than 1,200 colonists into captivity.

But the colonies survived, and they flourished, turning
the Volga German region into one of the most productive
in the Russian Empire. Churches and schools were built
in the colonies. Colleges and seminaries were established.
Factories and mills were constructed. Over the decades, the
number of Volga Germans increased and outgrew the land
that had originally been allotted them. In the late 1840s per-
mission was received to establish “Daughter Colonies™ to
the south and east of the original settlements and more than
a hundred of those sprung up.

In 1874, the colonists’ exemption from military con-
scription was revoked. Many, fearful for the lives of their
sons, immigrated to the United States, Canada, Argentina,
and Brazil seeking the same freedoms and opportunities
that had driven their ancestors to immigrate to Russia more
than 100 years earlier. By 1920, more than 120,000 Volga
Germans of the first and second generation were living in
the United States.

Those that remained in Russia suffered tremendously.
As expected, most families were required to provide soldiers
for the Russo-Turkish War (1877-78) and the Russo-Japanese
War (1904-05). There was a severe famine in 1891-92. The
Volga Germans were never completely integrated into Rus-
sian society. Even in 1914 as they celebrated the 150th an-
niversary of the establishment of Dobrinka, the first colony,

on 29 June 1764, the descendants of the original settlers still
found themselves officially categorized as “colonist™ in the
Russian class system.

Many of the Volga Germans had become prosperous
by Russian stan-
dards, and the
early communist
years were not
kind to them.
Thousands were
labeled as ku- )
laks and sent to i .

® L] %
labor camps or e " 'lle — =
simply execut- A Volga German family living in Albina
ed. A @ result during its early days.
oF calloaiiiza: Photo contributed by Stacy Hahn.

tion and poor

national political decision-making during the early Soviet
Years, a famine occurred in 1921-22. It has been estimated
that in some colonies as many as one-third of the Volga Ger-
mans perished during this famine.

In an effort to stabilize the area, on 20 February 1924 a
Volga German Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic was
organized that incorporated most of the remaining Volga
German communities. But poor central planning resulted
in another famine in 1931-32. Nevertheless, in the census
of 1939, there were 605,500 ethnic Germans living in the
Volga German Republic. When Hitler invaded Russia in
1941, Stalin proclaimed the Volga Germans to be enemies
of the state. In a decree issued 28 August 1941, they were
stripped of their citizenship and the Republic was officially
abolished on 7 September 1941. Within two weeks, the cities
and towns along the lower Volga were emptied of their Ger-
man inhabitants who had been loaded into cattle cars with
whatever they could carry and shipped to Siberia and Ka-
zakhstan. Their homes were then occupied by Ukrainians
and other Russian citizens who were fleeing the advancing
Nazi Army. A culture that had taken 177 years to develop
was gone in a matter of days; the Volga German colonies
were no more.

Although the Volga German colonies no longer exist as
such, it has been estimated that there are more than 70,000
Volga German descendants in Brazil, another 1.5 million
in Argentina, and more than 6 million in the United States
and Canada. With the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1990,
those who had been deported to Asiatic Russia in 1941 and
their descendants have been allowed to emigrate. Most (over
4 million) have gone to Germany. but many have also gone
to Canada.
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