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sia is an international organi-
zation dedicated to the dis-
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tion, and the dissemination of
information related to the his-
tory, cultural heritage, and ge-
nealogy of Germanic settlers
in the Russian Empire and
their descendants.
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Leute (Chronicle of Our
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monthly by the Oregon Chap-
ter of AHSGR. All content is
copyright of the Oregon Chap-
ter or the original copyright
owners.
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With the newsletter: http://
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Germans from Russia in
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www.volgagermans.net/
Portland
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Pr esi dMessages

Saturday, October24, 20Q%as
one of the most memorable and
joyousdays in the history of the ©f
gon Chapter oAHSGR. It was also on
of the most important; because itea
morialized the first day an ASHSGR
Chapter could boast an official home
for itself within a university commuty
¢ and a permanent home at that. The
days of storing our records and art
facts in closetsbasementsand the
trun] & 2F YSYoSNRa
the distant past. The threat of egfion
is gone. Thank yoQONCORDIféar
providing a new home for our Volga
German Hetage.

The day bought visitors from se-
eral states, many new faces, mafimks
bringing precious personal family hist
ries, rare artifactsandan air ofenom-
ous enthusiasm and appreciatioBOB
THORNprovided an excellent service
doaumenting the event with almost 1L
photos which may be weed on his
website (http://www. bobthorn.com)
The openingventsincluded dignitaies.
dedicated volunteers, enthusiastie-r
gional support, new mabers, good
music, old friends meeting, detailed
research, and wonderful peentations.

All of this could not have beer
possible without the vision, comini
ment and followthrough of
CONCORDIA UNIVERSHIMY its d-
verse community of leaders, prafe
sionals, educators, students, alumni
donors,and citizens in makintpe
GEORGE R. WHITERARY AND
LEARNING CENT&Reality. The

CENTER FORLGA GERMAN
STUDIESNnd our Oregon Chaptéras
beentruly blessedto be part of this
marvelous new facility within eene-
able faithbased universitylt is a m-
racle to have this space to honaur
Russian German Heritaga space to
house the documentation of our aae
stral civilization and culture.

' GKS KSI Niing2
5-8¢ gl a GKS Syl
manyVOLUNTEERS$ always hatate
at this point in my message because
fear of leaving someone out in myce
ognitions, but here goes! The day
started with theBRENT MAI FAMILY
all 5 of themg bringing trays of go-
dies for the day.ERNA MARKWART
also came early to start the coffee ai
help with early prepaations. SHIRLE'
HURRELgave a marvelous preseat
tion on how to tape your loved ones
collect their family storiesJENE
GOLDHAMMERBmMphasizedhe joys o
volunteerism, inviting all to take aw
ership of the new CVGS by sharing
skills, time and our talents.

The morning officially started
with remarks byCONCORDIA
PRESIDENT CHARLES SCHLIMPE
The traditional ribbon cutting event
(picture on page 14) was shared by
BRENT MAI, STEVEN SCHREIBER
WAGNERNAPRESIDENT CHARLE
SCHLIMPERT.

The balance of the ntaing was
consumed by individual research ae
ities with a variety of village grouga
tivities. For examplSTEVE
SCHREIBHE®sted theNorkalnquiries
SHERRIGTAHIshared her data base
with
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descendant®f BRUNNENTAEtc. A number of
individuals brought personal faitp documents and
artifacts. MICHAEL FRANiKought materials from
hisAunO [ ! Lb9 Cw! bY 51! 40Nagq h
a cantribution to the CVGS Library. Others brought
original travel documents and Russian @an

church pagrs for the libraryarchives

The afternoon included a wonderful prase
tation byDR RICHARD SCHERMAN from SEATTLE
PACIFIC UNIVERSWH6 spoke orx ISTELLER
VIEW: THE CONTEMPORARY RELEVANCE OF
w! { { L "OENTUWRY GREAT NORTHER
9 -t 95 L RichHard Kas a remarkable ability to
expose relevant issues and factsddiorgotten and
rarely apparentput much appreciate@nd always
presented with a comporary and meaningfulf
cus. | had near heard of Georg Wilheli&tohler and
had only fragmented awareness of the earlyr-Ge
mans and their roles in Russian history. Thank you
RICHARIDbr yourwonderful presentation and
& 2 dashigding interest in theCVGSind our Volga
German Heritage.

SHERRIE STAgHvean inspiring presefat-
tion on gathering, organizing and presentingivas
types of data and artifactsategories of photos,
tape recordings and video recordings, family dst
ries, books, travel and cgnship documents and
the list goes on. SHERRIE well organizedhard
working, and never afraid to share her point of view.
Good for you SHERRIE. Thanks for sharing your wo
and knowledge with us

STEVE SCHREIBE&ed his DVD diTHE
VOLGA GERANS OF PORTLA&W®Nich doa-
mented our ethnic German history in the Pacific
Northwest. This work was ginally prepared for
the AHSGR International Convention of 2003ain Y
kima, Washington, but is still most eeant today
and can be purchased from oun#&ter. See Lois
Klaus or Ed Wagner.

BRENT MAI presentélf OLGA GERMANS
ON THE MOVE, WHERE THEY CAME FROM AWHH
¢l 9, Qw9 Beliee it @ at, Volga Germans
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are still on the move. While several million have
moved from Russia to Germany since thé i S
some are now relocating to Canada andeartparts

M cp

b BREN/Tshan gcé@rmptished academic with a passion fo

rk

Ruwssian German history and has a unique ability to
convey his enthusiasm to an audience inrBpiring
manner. One needs to be presentappreciate Brent
and hislife-long commitment and dedication to our
heritage and the CVGS. Thank BRENTor evely-
thing you have made available to our people and the
greater worldwide community of those interested in,
and impacted by oumuniquehistory.

The grand opening was embellished with the
musical talents oANNA MAlon the violin during the
morning andROY TORLBYi the BANDURAN the d-
ternoon. Anna is a skilled violinist and her music was
wonderful complement to the morning activities.
Thank yolANNAfor sharing your time and talents.
TheBandura is a guitar hatke instrument and an
important part of Ukrainian HistoryRAY TORLEYan
accomplished Bandurist and we were blessed with his
skills and presenceRAYis Scandinavian ancdhVolga
German. | met him and his partner Joan at the Ukra
nian Church festival in Sellwood eerlthis year and
invited him to share in our Grand Opening. Thank you
RAYand JOANor your participation in our CVGS
Grand Opening

The Grand Opening wastime to see many old and
many new faces. We were happy to see many people
we had never known before but we dearly missed
some very important folks who are an impant part

of our community. Doris Evansvas not able to come
from Almira, WashingtonZANEandLELA MILLER
were dearly missed and we all pray for their well
being. LELAandZANEdevoted their lives to the cha

ter for many years through very challenging times and
we will always recognize and appreciate their daeic
tion and commitment.RAYand DIANE KOCekbntin-

ue to deal with their challenges which limit theiatr

vel. JENE GOLDHAMMBRISHIRLEY HUREéeL
cently traveled to the Dalles to tape amerview with
RAYregarding his memories of Volga Germéiisio-

rREY- Knowing RAY we understand thisbably will be

vof dzYS 2y S¢é 2ldmestimt will Befonthp n

ne

D 2
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coming.

There are many more of our senior members who fihdifficult to come to our meetings. However
as we get the CVGS better organized and staffed, it will be open to thie pubd regular anchore
frequent basis. #&that occus we will publish its houris the newsletterto make this facility more
accessible

A new talent has emerged mostly unnoticed with the opening of the CY(BlRA CHURCH
KFra 06S02YS . dwbtyhihe brary &d waks theiirvisible elf who framed and hung the
photos bySTEVE SCHREIBERnged the displagin the glass cabinetassisted with the logistics of
the service at StMichaelsandassised with many more amenities we all enjoyethank yolLINDA
and wdcome.

JENE GOLDHAMMERI SHIRLEY HURHalve formed the nucleus of an enthusiastic core of
volunteers.SHIRLE&nd JENHave been joined by others on Tuesday morning from 9:00 AM to 2:00
PM at theCVGSo combine and organize thabituary card collection LILLIAN.AWRENCE BOB
BEALL, SHERRIE SHAHL, HELEN RDH®@Eters have joined forces take m this very detailed and
tedious task HOWARD BAUEREN PRICKE®#id othershave assisted Brent in copyiagd orgarz-
ing the largemaps and Pleve charts for the flat file archives. Volunteers will be needed &ety\of
projects and taskms organizingand making available the many collections and mateCVG&rc-
hives

A WONDERFUL PHENOMENG®@RTICLES RECEIVED IN THE MAIL

Over the past two years (and longer) | have been the recipient and beneficiary of a sporadic number of
spontaneous and unsolicited mailings by regular (or snail) mail. Most of you have become aware of
my lack of interest in the internet and other techgadgetry(especially noticed by the newsletteii-ed

tor). As aresulta number of folks from various areas have taken it upon themselves to randomly

send articles of interest. These copies have resulted in quite a collection, and | will iexxiundples

of some of these wiksin this newsletter from time to time unless the majority of you tell me to stop.

¢ For example:

1) Dianein Vde, Oregon sent information regardirdd HE RUSSIAMPANESE AR RESEARCH
SOCIETEYsee pages 8 and.9Many of our granthers and/or great grandfathers served in this and
other wars.

2) A Number of people (not all are members of the Oregon Chapter) have sent copleGot

[ L/ 1 ¢9b trandlaBofs{of RWELT h{ ¢ | NIAOft Sa FNBY GKS wmrpHnQa
dated November 3, 1922 from HEINRICH Sdbd®astor J.E. SCHATZ in HALNEBRASKA appsar

on pagel0 of this newsletter. This letter from Johannestal describes the desperate plight of sur Ru
ALY DSNX¥YIYy LIS2LX S Ay wdzfBukdredsRrdiiéRoffestiodnBthamkp H 1 Q &
to HUGH LICHTENWAILdD his dedicatiorto this massive translation project. It is a wonderful sV

to remind the world ofwhat happenedo our people throughout Russiand the Ukraine.

3) BILLWIEST®ent me a copy of a work TTO J. POHL, ERIC J. SCHMALTZ, and RONALD J.

VO [ 9w OHAnncdy aLBO[H] 1199 {wWb{¢ 9209 9C hC 59! ¢l €T 9¢I
RECOLLECTIONS OF MASRENCE IN THE USSR,-19¢28rikted in theJOURNAL OF GENOCIDE
RESEARCHL:2,323354.An example or preview of this work appears on maeand 12.

Iy

b L.
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4) Another persorrecently sent me copies of rent translations by Joe Gareis sgdingd i K S
PLINRAAY 3T 2F momyé Ay (GKS OA f Gopies &f esnples6fzhd WdrkS NJ | y R
appear on pagd.3.

5) | have been presented with another article translatedHiyGH LIGITENWALD It is a letter
published inDIEWELT POSJanuary 18, 1923. The letter is dated December 11, 1923 From
IMMANUEL SCHAEFESN & h [ B 9 b | tari@idescribes the refugee Camp in Frankfurt a.Oder.
This camp and similar fitities in Germany and Polandewe home to many of our ancestors and arel
tives as they waited for their families in America to find them and send passage forrighédr the
United States o€anada. Thanks againtJGH LIBTENWALDor this meaningful translation. The
first page of the letter can be found on patjé

6.) Several folks from differergreasrecently sent this article citing the arrest of Russiandfiigh
Mikhail Suprun a professor of historydtwY | ! b D9 [ {ORSK{Y UNINERSpPr&voking ou-
rage in Germany and among leading historians. An example appears onlpageds 16

Thesearticlesand especially th&€UPRUNssue servéo illustrate the ugent need to peserve
the right of freespeech and freedom to publish without threat of censorship r@spure from special
interestgroups. Some of the most valuable treasures within our historical society rehegietsmal
observations, opinions, angrgings of those who actually lived during, and experiérfasthand, the
period of mass terror, vience, oppressiommurder, torture and slavery.

These articles and issues are incldterein for you enlightenment.We all share a unique
ethnic histay. Itis important to never forget the culturef our grandparents and to indlithe sto-
ries, history, customs and values in thogenerationsthat will follow us. Your comments are always
welcome Please feel free to call na¢ 503221-1837 or 503228-0007. My address is cited in this
newsletter. For those who are already sharing their integgdiank you very much for caring and |
ways look foward to you mailings.

This is the last newsletter of 20Q@A truly memorable year brinigg a new lifewith the open-
ing of the newCENTERFORVOLGAGERMAN STUDIBESCONCGBDIA UNIVERSITlease note the
Calendar of Events for the rest of 2009 and into the new year.

Please remember to send your annual renewal dues to our treasurer, Lois Klaus aepour
liestconvince.[ SG Qa ¢ 2 NJ G 2 Jdb@dsierNA nietnbership|fdm iKiGcNded for your
convenience

Ou next few meetings will focusnathe many issues, projecand activitiegor the CVGS
Everyone is welcome to camparticipate ad share HappyThanksgivingMerry Christmasanda
HappyNew Year to you all

Your president
Ed Wagner.
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*Upcoming Events*

November
Nov 7, 2009 10:00 amg 12:00 noon AHSGR Board Meeting
Saturday Concordia University Librar®/GS Rooniiembers and guests are welcome
Nov 21, 2009 1:00 pmc 3:30 pm AHSGR Monthly Meeting (pot luck lunch)
Saturday Concordia University Library, CVGS Rddembers and guests are welcome
December
Dec5, 2009 10:00 amg 12:00 noon AHSGR Board Meeting
Saturchy Concordia University Library, CVGS Rddembers and guests are welcome
Dec 13, 2009 1:00-2:00 pm St. Michaeld_utheran Churcmear Concordia Univerisy.

SundayAHSGR Christmas program 6700 N.E. 29 Ave (across from the new Caordia library)

Special Notice for Christmas Program
It is almost time for the annual ABR Christmas program, and | am looking for folks who might
to share a tradition of their family, or a song, or a verse (perhaps one that Grandma and/or G
pa used to recite when they were youngfé&rNo talent is too small, no participant is tgoung (or
too old) and we are hoping to put together a FANTASTIC fatyiy program thatenews our va
ious Christmas traditions!! Please share!! Let me know if you are interested in participating; |
be reached at503) 6952741or my cell phong503)528-4382,as | am outside working much of
the time. Leave a message if you need to, ahddll you back within a couptd hours! The
Chrigmas ProgramonSunday, December ¥8m 1-2:00 p.m. with the reception and cookie sale
following immediately afer the program.Join us for coffee and cookies, and renew those impo
tant friendships and family conagons!! Traditions are always a good thing to keepBm excited
about this year's program, and hope you can join us, and kick off the holidaynse#baqyood nu-
sic, talent, and traditions!
2 dz0nNgBmas Progra@hair Joanneélummel.

5

January
Jan 92010 11:00 amg 12:00 noon AHSGR Board Meeting
Saturday Concordia University Librar§VGS Room
Jan 92010  1:00 pmg 2:30 pm AHSGR Monthly Meeting (pot luck lunch)

Saturday Concordia University LibragyCVGS Room
Members and guests are welcome to attend.

April
Apr23,24,25 2009 CNQCouncil of Northwest Chapters of AHSGR)
meeting at Concordia Universi§VGS Center.

August
Aug 18, 2010 AHSGR International Convention of Germans froosBa to be held in bicoln, Neb.
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When giving gifts for the holidays,
birthday, or special events remenber
NThe Vol ga FI| owoF

Sigrid Weindenweber. These books
are the story of our heritage and make

lasting gifts for your family library.

Mark your Calendar
Special Christmas program
Sunday Decembenl 3, 2009
1:00 p.m.
SttMichael 6s Lut her
At Concordia University
6700 N.E. 29 Ave,
All members and friends welcome
Bring a buddy or 20 or more
Share the Holiday Spirit
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Helvetia-Alpengluehin Singing Society, Inc.

With Our Special Guests

Doug Stickler
&

Roubke Van Der Veen

Entertaining with their accordion, guitar, and vocals
Saturday, November 21, 2009

Bethany Presbyterian Church
15505 NW Springville Rl
Portland, Oregon, 97229

Doors open at 5:00pm
Dinner 5:30 to 7:00pm ONLY

Concert at 7:30pm

OOON HURHIATIANTOZ

For more information call 503-246-8632 or 360-693-7866

Helvetia-Alpengluehn Singing Society, Inc.
1886 to 2009
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http://www .russojapanesewar.conm/index.html

The Russo-Japanese War Research SDocietp

\'\\u/!".' \‘-;:
YN X

FEBRUARY 1904 - SEPTEMBER 1905

WAR-DECLARED | PRE-WAR | NEWS AND UPDATES | DOCUMENTS | THE NAVAL CAMPAIGN | THE LAND CAMPAIGN | STORE

MAPS AND CHARTS | MEMBERS ARTICLES | CONTACT THE EDITORS | PERSONALITIES | MESSAGE BOARD | LINKS | HOME

NEWS AND UPDATES-
Find out what's in the works. See how
busy we have been. A good place to
start if you are new to the site.

PREWAR
The long road leading up to this
conflict.

WAR DECLARED-
Japan and Russia go to war! How did it
come to this? Find out now!

THE NAVAL CAMPAIGN-
The Russo-Japanese War at sea. A
complete description of all the major
battles.

THE LAND CAMPAIGN-
The war on the ground. From the
crossing of the Yalu to the Battle of
Mukden.

MAPS AND CHARTS-

The biggest collection of naval battle
charts and campaign maps, covering the
Russo-Japanese War found on the
Internet.

DOCUMENTS-
Treaties broken, treaties kept. Important
reports from the front lines as well as
the home front.

IMAGE GALLERY-
The largest collection of Russo-
Japanese War images to be found on the
internet.

SEAWARSTORE.com
FOR THE REALLY SERIOUS
NAVAL WARGAMER...

PERSONALITIES-
Biographies of all the major players.

MESSAGE BOARD-
Communicate with like-minded and not
so like-minded readers.

THE POSTAL HISTORY OF THE
RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR-
Philately Section.

CONTACT THE EDITORS-
This site is dedicated to you, the history
enthusiast, and we want you to have a
voice.

STORE-
Help support this site. We have some
very interesting and rare items.

SOURCES-
Where we get our information.

WORLD NEWS DESK-
Events that shaped the times.
March 1894 - March 1914.

LITERATURE OF THE RJW-
English Literature at the turn of the
Twentieth Century.

"The Manchurian War 1904-1905"- The
Official Journal of the Russo-Japanese
War Research Society!

yThe Manchorian War, >
1004150%

0 0 o S T Bt B
e

—

See our CD SPECIAL OFFER-

Tsushibwa

< :Z Cool
Open »
DlF:ectory Site
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"The Manchurian War 1904-1905" http://www .russojapanesewar.com/journal.html

The Ruosso-Fapanese War Research Society

FEBRUARY 1904 - SEPTEMBER 1905
WAR-DECLARED | PRE-WAR | NEWS AND UPDATES | DOCUMENTS | THE NAVAL CAMPAIGN | THE LAND CAMPAIGN | STORE
MAPS AND CHARTS | MEMBERS ARTICLES | CONTACT THE EDITORS | PERSONALITIES | MESSAGE BOARD | LINKS | HOME

B Tae Joornol of the Resse Jaganese Wor Rescorch Sericey =
Febowary 109 1904

THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR JOURNAL WILL BE AVAILABLE!

[See information below]

We are pleased to announce the publication of "The Manchurian War 1904-1905", the new Journal of the Russo-Japanese War
Research Society! Our stated purpose for this journal is to offer to our members and the general public a single source for rare
materials, discussion, and new research on the first major conflict of the Twentieth Century. Each volume/issue will offer articles on
selected topics and areas addressing various aspects of the war. Two formats will be used. The first is a bound booklet,
professionally styled and printed, providing text, tables, pictures, and smaller charts. The second is a CD that will provide, when
required, oversized materials that exceeds our booklet size. This journal will be offered on a variable schedule announced on the
Russo-Japanese War Research Society website. The schedule itself will be determined based on member interest, research
materials, and the available time of our contributors.

Our first offering is a two-volume (8-issue) set commemorating the 100th Anniversary of the Russo-Japanese War. Each issue of this
initial series will provide a chronological overview of the naval and military aspects of the war during a three-month period
beginning in February 1904. The release dates for each issue will be the 100th Year anniversary of the period covered. The articles
contained within will provide a narrative of the events of the war, supported by orders of battles, maps, and period photographs. A
minimum of two CDs will be issued with this set to accommodate the larger maps and other materials included in this first offering,
many of which are large format from the numerous official histories. One goal of the contributors was to research and compared all
available sources to create the most complete set of orders of battle that you will find anywhere! We believe the first results of this
research in will make "The Manchurian War" a 'must-have' source for students of this conflict. If you ever wondered who
commanded HIJM Chitose or the composition of the Russian Mixed Infantry Brigade, this is the journal for you. With information
gathered from the rare and antiquarian books, Official Accounts, and current research of our members, this journal aims to deliver all
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{GV] Die Welt-Post, Janmary 18, 1923 (Johannestal) hitp://webimail. aol.comy28878/acl-1/enus/mail PrintMessage. aspx

From: hugh {ichtenwald <chief29105@yahoo.corn>

To! ger-volga@rootsweb.com; Bill Doos <MINORDOME@adal.con>; Calvin Baumgarten <horspsti@grm net>;
cathryn reed <c.|reed@worldnet.att.net>; Dennis Zitterkopf <zdtter@cox net>; Marilyn Stout
<MStout@sbeglobal.net>; Ruth Schultz <SchultizRK@aol.com>; Susan Nakaji <Susan.Nakaj@sbcglobal.net>;
Susan Frier <Suz11@bresnan.net>

Subject: [GV] Die Welt-Post, January 18, 1923 (Johannestal)

Date: Fri, Oct 30, 2009 10:11 am

Halle List:

The following article is translated to the best of my ability.

Page 2, Die Welt-Post, Thursday, Januacry 18, 1923
Letters From Russia

Johannestal, Gouvernement Cherson
November 3, 1922

To: Pastor J.E. S3chatz
Hallem, Nehraska

Dear nephew Jacob and yocuxr wife Maria:

We received your letter with great pleasure, we were especially pleased with
your photegraph because we can see how you look now. You, Jacobh, are very much
changed. In the picture I have of you as a child you arc definitely a Schatz,

" but in the new picture that you sent, you lock like one of the Herrings, your
grandmether's family.

When we received your letter we <ould not hold back our tears of gratitude for
your help. We thought back on the great emergency in the spring where for a long
time we had only herbs from the fields teo nourish us. Abeout all that, we must
say that the Lord miraculously brought us threugh; it is indeed true that it is
by God's grace, that despite the tremendous emergency, we are still alive. When
the emergency had risen its highest the situation was such that ncbody was able
to help anyone else. Doors were kept locked both day and night because if anyone
had scome little commodity remaining, the starving simply forced their way in ang
seized the things.

"Ach!" and many were the people who starved. --- buring the worst time the
lower classes nourished themselves only with dog and cat meat. We need not
have gons through this famine had we been lelt in peace, because in 1%20 we had
a wonderful harvest but were unable to sell anything; late in the year the
Bolsheviks tcok everything from us. I still had 2,000 Pud of Grain which they
tock and didn't even give me a penny for it. Thus I had no seed left to sow for
the year 1821. Then there was the harvest failure and the famine began. Not only
did they take the Grain but alsc Horses, livestock and farming eguipment were
taken from me. Some people had as many as 12 Horses at one time driven away from
their farms, the same with beef cattle. If anyone resisted they were arrested
and locked up in prison. Once thexe they did not zoon get out again.

They had left me 4 Horses and 2 Cows but had taken all the fodder and there
was not enough for the pocxr livestock over the winter. When spring came I was
sick with Typhoid Fever and when I had again recovered, I had nothing more left.
Fortunately, I had sown 2 Desjatin of Winter Wheat which yielded 80 Pud. If you
think things were bad in Germany, they were even worse here. But as the
emergency rose its highest, assistance was near at hand. Thank God for that.

Now we want to c¢lose and affectionately greet you all. Write us again soon.

With best wishes I remain, your
uncle,

Heinrich B. Schatz

lLof2 10/3 172009 7:56 PM
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Journal of Genocide Research (2009}, 11(2-3), %  Routledge
June-—September, 323-354 ,

Tpphce fyFoanas Graup

“In our hearts we felt the sentence
of death’: ethnic German recollections
of mass violence in the USSR, 1928 -48

1. OTTO POHL, ERIC J. SCHMALTZ and RONALD J. VOSSLER

2000

This article seeks 10 examine the mass violence unleashed by Joseph Stalin and his regime

{ against the USSR’s ethnic Germans. Tt endeavors to comprehend how Soviet policies of
i repression progressed and intensified to the extreme detrimenr of this naticnality group. It
. covers the (umultuous period between 1928 and 1048, when Soviet policies overall
< coarsened considerably, from the implementation of Stalin’s First Five-Year Plan to the
i government decree banishing several Soviet peoples in their virtual entirety, including the

ethnic Germans, 10 “eternal” exile east of the Urals. This process shifted from class-based
reasons to ethnic ones as the 1930s progressed. The increasingly racialized nature of Sovict
H . mass violence targeted the ethnic Germans as a large diaspora community ethnically linked
; to Nazi Germany, a country perceived as an ideological and military threat. During Stalin’s
3 war against the Soviet countryside in the early 1930s, ethnic German villagers at times felt
campelled to conduct mass protests and even revolts against the authorities. Meanwhile,
both an emerging ethoic German elite and ordinary German farmers and workers wrote
i about worsening conditions under Stalin. Besides petitioning the Soviet government, they
4 delivered fetters and various writings to friends and relatives by way of a vast underground
network at home and abroad, and their relatives sometimes answered in return. A growing
body of Soviet archival records and academic literature treating the Stalinist period has
generally validated and expanded upon what the ethnic groep as early as the 1920s and
19305 had exposed about mass terror under Stalin’s regime.

v nl

Introduction

Materials published from varicus Soviet archives over .the past two decades
indicate that following the early 1930s, as Joseph Stalin consolidated his hold
over the country, the regime engaged in acts of mass repression and viclence
against various categeries of people. This article seeks to examine the mass
violence unleashed by Stalin and his regime against the USSR’s ethnic Germans.
It endeavors to comprehend how Soviet policies of repression progressed and inten-
sified to the extreme detriment of this nationality group. To this end, it covers the
tumultuous period between 1928 and 1948, when Soviet policies overall coarsened
considerably, from the implementation of Stalin’s First Five-Year Plan to the

ISSN 1462-3528 print; ISSN 1469-9494 oaline /09,/02-30323-32 © 2009 Taylor & Francis
DO 10.1080/14623520903119035
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J. OTTO POHL ET AL.

government decree banishing several Soviet peoples in their virtual entirety,
including the ethnic Germans, to “eternal” exile east of the Urals.

From 1928 to 1948, the Soviet regime increasingly singled out the ethnic
Germans as it steadily escalated the repression and violence against them. This
process shifted from class-based reasons to ethnic ones as the 1930s progressed.
The Soviet government eventually imposed legal disabilities upon almost the
entire ethnic German population living in the USSR. Starting in 1930, a dispropor-
tionately large number of ethnic Germans faced deportation to special settlements
as kulaks. In 1932 and 1933, a disproportionate number of them died in the
Ukrainian terror-famine. In 1935 and 1936, the government forcibly removed a
great number of them in Ukraine away from the Polish border on the basis of
their nationality. In 1937 and 1938, Soviet authorities conducted the “German
Operation” which sought to eliminate German spies in the USSR through arrest
and execution. Ethnic Germans comprised almost 70 percent of those convicted
during this operation.! In 1941, the Stalin regime responded to the Nazi invasion
by forcibly deporting the entire ethnic German population under its control west of
the Urals to Siberia and Kazakhstan and placing them under special settlement
restrictions. Special settlers could not leave their assigned place of exile without
the permission of the People’s Commissariat of Internal Affairs (NKVD). The
NKVD closely monitored the special settlers and controlled their housing and
work arrangements. Additional forced migrations and mobilization of much of

the adult German population into labor detachments collectively referred to by -

. survivors as the labor army occurred in 1942 and 1943. As a result of these
removals and dispersals under poor conditions, deaths outnumbered births in
the group until 1948. On November 26 of that year, the Presidium of the
Supreme Soviet declared the exile of the Germans and other deported nationalities
to be in effect “forever.” This banishment represented the culmination of Stalinist
repression against Soviet national minorities.

This interdisciplinary study incorporates a wide array of published primary and
secondary sources, including contemporaneous accounts, memoir literature,
survivor and eyewitness interviews, Soviet-era official documents and police
reports collected from archives in Moscow, Odessa, Almaty and other regions
of the former Soviet Union, and recent academic studies published in Russian,
German and English. The synthesis of these sources offers a compelling
comparison of Soviet mass violence from the perpetrators’ policy vantage point
“from above” and victims’ perceptions “from below.”

In addition, this study comprehends the series of repressive actions against
various Soviet nationality groups, including the ethnic Germans, in the context
of legal scholar and activist Raphael Lemkin’s 1944 original conception of geno-
cide as violence of armed groups against the unarmed. Diplomats and scholars
have long tended to restrict Lemkin’s initial definition -to the simple physical
and biological destruction of certain groups. He, however, properly understood
that the act of genocide includes both the physical and cultural destruction of
particular targets as viable social entities. On April 26, 1991, the RSFSR (Russian
Soviet Federated Socialist Republic) acknowledged that Stalin had waged a
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Joe Gareis did a translation of a small section of the book: ™ Verschollene
Heimat an der Wolga" by Edmund Imherx

It is of the uprising in Koehler and the surrounding villages in 1918.
More such stories would be great to share!

Ted Gerk

R e R ]
The Uprising of 1318

The upzising in Kdhler erupted on July 18, 1918. This was surely not a
spontaneous event as has been suggested in several chronicles of the time,
since uprisings began at exactly the same time in the colonies of
Leichtling, Kohler, Hildman, and Semenocwka.

Uprisings in the Volga recgion were not unheard of during the Russian civil
war. For example, 13 people lost their lives across the Volga in Mariental
in a revolt beginning March 13, 1921. However, none were comparable in
scale or brutality to what happened in Kdéhler and Leichtling wheze on the
first day alone 96 Belsheviks and their sympathizers lost their lives. =and
that waz only the beginning as many more deaths followed.

I hesitate tc recall the uprising in my home village Kohlexr. 3uch a journey
into the past is painful. On the othexr hand, it did happen and remains part
of our History. These events can and must be viewed cbjectively.

I reviewed various acceounts of the uprising over and over, and have done my
best to reconcile reports from participants, eyewitnesses, culprits, and
surviving vietims. Unfortunately I have to conclude that the reccrd is far
from unanimous. According to one eve witness, Maria Klein, (nee Siekert)
from X¢hlex, in a letter written the 13th of July, 1270 to Jacoch Zorn:

(Heavy VYeclga dialect) on Monday night they started the killing, until

Tuesday evening. I saw it with my own eyes. My father was hacked te death
in the churchyard. When I got there, I saw Fr. H struck. With an iron bazx,
he was hit twice more. 2And many stood by his murder: Ulrich Peter and his

sons, Hokor, MHanes, Plaze Krocher, Herich Jaschka. I took my father, held
him, and the marrow and klocd flowed onto ny lap.

The name of victim referred o above is Martin Siebert, K&hler's mayor at
the time of the uprising.

There exists a deeply moving account of the uprising that is both detailed
and credible. It was written by Alezander Schmidtlein of K&hler, who at the
time of the uprising was a teacher in nearby Hildmann. Schmidtlein wrote
this account after leaving Russia, a step remcved from the passicns c¢f the
day. BAlthough he lost an initial draft of it during the Second World War,
he wrote it down again in 1964. To be sure, che may guestion some of his
aceount. Witness that it repeatedly refers to the given name of the
commplssar of Koéhier then as Andreas Beren while all other sources refer to
him as Feter.

What caused the uprising? (By Alexander Schmidtlein)
With the fateful start of the First World War and the decisive defeat of the

Russians in East Prussia (at Tannenberg), came scattered reports to
households on the Volga that. their sons had fallen. Complaints and mourning
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